Houston County Commissioners Meeting

September 3, 2013
Perry, Georgia
The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, September 3, 2013 at the Houston County Courthouse in Perry, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners Walker, Thomson, McMichael and Robinson present. Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar, Director of Personnel Ken Carter, Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews, Director of Purchasing Mark Baker, Fire/HEMA Chief Jimmy Williams, Houston County Tax Assessor Representative Amanda Clark, Walton & Becky Wood and County Attorney Tom Hall.  
Commissioner Robinson led the audience in the Invocation.
Avery Chenoweth, retired Marine Colonel, led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance and then detailed his military career.  Mr. Chenoweth grew up in the Jacksonville, FL area where he attended military prep school as a teenager during WWII. He went on to graduate from Princeton with an art major in 1950 and was commissioned in the Marines at the age of 21.  After leading combat troops in the Korean War he remained in the reserves after the war.  He also had two tours of duty during the Vietnam War and eventually served as a military historian during the Gulf War.  During his reserve years, Mr. Chenoweth pursued a career in television advertising mostly in New York City.  He is an accomplished artist and has authored a book on Marine history.  He spoke of the Marine Corps’ unique composition of Marine Expeditionary Forces, which consists of land, sea and air combat elements.  Mr. Chenoweth is a family man with a wife and four children and came to reside in Houston County seven years ago.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of August 20, 2013.  
Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1736 submitted by Curtis Thomas.  The property is located at 105 Tharpe Court, Kathleen GA 31047, and is more specifically described as LL 121, 10th Land District of Houston County, Lot 4 of a survey for Jack Warren, consisting of 0.34 acres.  Existing use is R-AG residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a lawn service business with no change in zoning.  The Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no clients at the home, the 6’ x 13’ trailer and all equipment is to be stored in the rear yard, and all maintenance on the equipment is to be performed off-site.   

Mr. Andrews stated that the application complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations.  Mr. Thomas will have no employees other than himself.  
Mr. Walker inquired whether there was any opposition at the Zoning & Appeals meeting.  Mr. Andrews replied no.  
Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application 
# 1736.  

Applicant was present but had nothing to add.
There was no opposition.

There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve Application #1736 
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Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1737 submitted by Stephanie Rogers.  The property is located at 128 Pickworth Lane, Warner Robins GA 31088, and is more specifically described as LL 66, 5th Land District of Houston County, Lot 8, Block “J”, Section 2, Phase 1A of Crestview Plantation, consisting of 0.34 acres.  Existing use is R-1 residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a vending machine business with no change in zoning.  The Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no clients coming to the home and no signage.  

Mr. Andrews stated that the application complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations.  He also stated that the applicant will utilize gumball-type machines and will only store a few units at the home at a time until they are delivered.  Products for use in the machines will be procured at local retail stores.  
Mr. Walker inquired about increased traffic to the home and also about what type of vehicle would be used in the business.  Mr. Andrews stated that there would not be an appreciable increase in traffic to the home and that a standard pick-up truck would be utilized in the business.  

Mr. McMichael asked if the machines would be sponsored by clubs or organizations.  Mr. Andrews was not sure but thought that they may be independent of any sponsorship.  

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application 
# 1737.  

Applicant was present but had nothing to add.

There was no opposition.

There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1737. 

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1739 submitted by Cari Kollman.  The property is located at 329 Royal Crest Circle, Kathleen GA 31047, and is more specifically described as LL 91, 10th Land District of Houston County, Lot 28, Block “D”, Section 5, Phase 2 of Royal Oaks Subdivision, consisting of 0.54 acres.  Existing use is R-1 residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a consulting business with no change in zoning.  The Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no clients coming to the home and no signage.  Mr. Andrews stated that the application complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations.  
Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application    

# 1739.  

Applicant’s husband, Christopher Kollman, was present and spoke in favor of the application.  He stated that his wife would be doing mostly technical writing for various industrial companies.

There was no opposition.

Chairman Stalnaker made a blanket statement for the benefit of all applicants for Special Exceptions for home occupations that even if the Board of Commissioners approves an application, neighborhood covenants may still impose certain restrictions upon or against home occupation businesses.  The Board of Commissioners does not enforce these covenants.

There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1739 
Houston County Board of Commissioners Meeting Continued on Page 757
Houston County Board of Commissioners Continued from Page 756
Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1740 submitted by Pamela Taylor.  The property is located at 212 Brentwood Drive, Warner Robins GA 31088, and is more specifically described as LL 162, 10th Land District of Houston County, Lot 2, Block “B” of Ashley Oaks Subdivision, consisting of 0.51 acres.  Existing use is R-1 residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a hair styling business with no change in zoning.  The Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval of a one chair beauty shop subject to no more than 15 customers per week, no business activity past 8:00 pm, no customer parking on the street and no signage.  

Mr. Andrews stated that the application complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations.  He also stated that the applicant intends to supplement her family’s income with the business so that she can better support her disabled child.  
Mr. Walker asked if there were any objections at the Zoning & Appeals meeting.  Mr. Andrews replied that there were two concerned residents present at the meeting, but that their concerns were addressed by the conditions set on the approval.  
Mr. Thomson asked if the home was on public sewer.  Mr. Andrews stated that he did not believe it was but that the applicant would be required to have an inspection of the septic system from the Environmental Health Department.  
Mr. McMichael remarked that the Commissioners had turned down certain other home beauty shops in the past due largely to concerns over increased traffic to the home.  Mr. Andrews stated that this would be limited to a one chair shop and that code enforcement would be utilized to control the number of customers and traffic.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application    

# 1740.  

Applicant spoke in favor and explained that her clientele would be only individuals that she knew well and that she would not be advertising to the general public.  She reiterated that she only wished to supplement her family’s income to better care for her disabled child.  She stated that she would have just one or two clients at her home at any given time.

Chairman Stalnaker asked if the Environmental Health Department had already inspected  the septic system.  Mr. Andrews replied no, but that it would be done in conjunction with the business license process.

Mr. Walker asked if there would be any signage.  Mr. Andrews replied no.  He also pointed out that many of the applicant’s neighbors had signed a petition in support of Ms. Taylor.

Chairman Stalnaker asked the applicant what the average length of time a client would be at the home.  Ms. Taylor replied that it would normally range from 30 minutes to 2 hours depending on what was being done.

There was no opposition.
There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve Application #1740.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to concur with a City of Warner Robins annexation request for the property identified as all that tract or parcel of land situate, lying and being in Land Lot 205 of the 5th Land District of Houston County, Georgia being known and designated as 10136 Hawkinsville Road, Warner Robins, GA totaling 1.306 acres according to a survey prepared by James P. Garrett dated July 2, 2013.  The zoning for this property upon annexation is C-2.
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Director of Administration Barry Holland presented a second reading for an alcohol license application for the Hideaway Sports Bar & Grill.   The first reading was conducted at the August 20, 2013 Board meeting. 
Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on the Alcohol License Application submitted by Sirjerame McGhee for the Hideaway Sports Bar & Grill for the retail sale of beer, wine and liquor located at 227 GA Hwy 26 East, Elko Georgia.  

The applicant was present but did not want to speak.
There was no opposition.

There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve an Alcohol License Application submitted by Sirjerame McGhee for the Hideaway Sports Bar & Grill for the retail sale of beer, wine and liquor located at 227 GA Hwy 26 East, Elko Georgia.  The license will be held until necessary repairs and/or modifications have been made to the structure as required by code.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to engage Cavanaugh Macdonald Consulting, LLC of Kennesaw to perform the County’s 2013 OPEB valuation.  Cavanaugh Macdonald will be paid based on the schedule pricing negotiated with the ACCG.
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve Change Order #1 on the East Flournoy Road emergency culvert repair contract with John R. Walker, Inc. in the amount of $3,159.52.  The original contract amount of $90,309.00 increases to $93,468.52 with no change in contract time.  
Both Mr. Thomson and Mr. McMichael complimented Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar and his staff for their efforts on this emergency road repair.
Motion by Ms. Robinson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign the Juvenile Justice Incentive Grant acceptance documents in the amount of $250,000 awarded to the Houston County Juvenile Court from the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council.  
Chairman Stalnaker remarked that the grant program was set up by the General Assembly and the Governor.  He also pointed out that these services would be provided under the grant by independent contractors with no new County positions created.  Mr. Walker inquired about a review process for the program.  The Chairman remarked that the State would likely review the program to gauge its success rate and make a decision at a later date on whether to continue funding after this initial year.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve payment of the bills totaling $2,949,137.78.
Chairman Stalnaker asked Director of Personnel Ken Carter to brief the Board on new health care reform taxes and fees levied upon State and local governments under Affordable Health Care Act Provision 6301.
The first new requirement is the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) Trust Fund fee that is intended to fund the institute which will assist, through research, patients, clinicians, purchasers and policy-makers, in making informed health decisions by advancing the quality and relevance of evidence-based medicine.  This fee is calculated at $1 per member (including dependents) per year and will cost the County approximately $1,375 this year.  This fee will double to $2 per member next year.  
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The second new requirement is the ACA Reinsurance fee which is intended to support the transitional reinsurance program that aims to stabilize premiums in the individual market and lower the effect of adverse selection.  This fee will begin in January of 2014 and end in 2016 and is estimated to be about $5.25 per member per month.  This will cost the County somewhere in the $40,000 per year range in the first year.
Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.  
There being no public comments, the meeting was continued.

Chairman Stalnaker asked if any Commissioners had any comments.  
There were no comments from the Commissioners. 

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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